Benchmark 4 Study guide: English I
Vocabulary:  look up each of the following terms and their parts of speech to understand how they will be used on the benchmark.
1. Paradox
2. Narrative 
3. Monologue 
Prefixes, suffixes and base words:
1. Pre-
2. Im- 
3. –ment
4. In- 

Key Skills:

You will need to know how to do each of the following:
1. Identify the mood from the words of a passage.

2. Identify an author’s tone or attitude from a passage.

3. Identify and understand an author’s use of figurative language in literature and poetry: 
a. Alliteration – 
b. Similes – 
c.  Metaphors -
d. Onomatopoeia -
e. Assonance -
f. Personification -
g. Imagery –
h. Symbolism - 
4. Identify and determine the meaning of a theme from a literary or poetic passage.

5. Identify infinitive phrases, prepositional phrases, direct objects, and objects of prepositions in sentences. 

6. Paraphrase what an author is saying in a passage.
7. Identify the sources of research on a topic such as dictionary, encyclopedia, the internet, articles.
8. Identify appositive phrases in sentences. 

9. Identify the meaning of words from context clues. 

Key Concepts: You will need to understand each of the following concepts:
1. Forms of Poetry:

a. Tanka

b. Haiku

c. Sonnet

d. Free-verse 

2. Iambic Pentameter:  The meter and number of syllables of a line of iambic pentameter is 5 unstressed and 5 stressed.  
3. Types of Stanzas: A grouping of lines in poetry.  Stanzas can be couplets, quatrains, sestets, and more depending on how many lines they have.

4. Types of Rhyme:
a. Slant

b. Exact

c. Internal 

d. End

5. Main Idea – the theme or idea that the author is trying to express about the subject of their writing.  
6. Tone – the attitude an author takes on a subject.
7. Author’s Purpose/Intent – the reason the author wrote the piece.  Generally, author’s write to inform, persuade, and entertain.
8. Figurative vs. Literal meaning – 

a. Literal meaning – language used exactly for its dictionary definition, i.e., its denotation.

b. Figurative meaning – language used to create meaning different from its dictionary definition; examples of types of figurative language include: metaphor, simile, hyperbole, slang, alliteration, imagery, personification. 

Grammar Concepts:  You will be asked to demonstrate knowledge of the following:
1. Prepositional Phrases – phrases starting with propositions which point to objects, places, and times.  Ex:  Bob ran with the children.
2. Infinitive Phrases – phrases beginning with the word “to” followed by a verb and in some cases, an object 

Ex:  to run home
