Benchmark 4 Study guide: English II
Vocabulary:  look up each of the following terms and their parts of speech to understand how they will be used on the benchmark.
1. Stanza
Prefixes, suffixes and base words:
1. fore-  

2. –lun-

3. –temp-

4. -ous

Key Skills:

You will need to know how to do each of the following:
1. Identify the mood from the words of a passage.

2. Identify an author’s tone or attitude from a passage.

3. Identify and properly use semi-colons and colons
4. Identify and understand the main idea of a passage of poetry. 

5. Determine the meaning of imagery used in poetry and literature.
6. Identify and understand an author’s use of figurative language in literature
And poetry: alliteration, similes, metaphors and personification.
7. Identify and determine the meaning of a theme from a literary or poetic passage.

8. Identify infinitive phrases, prepositional phrases, direct objects, and objects of prepositions in sentences. 

9. Identify the meaning of a word from context clues. 
Key Concepts: You will need to understand each of the following concepts:
1. Main Idea – the theme or idea that the author is trying to express about the subject of their writing.  
2. Tone – the attitude an author takes on a subject.
3. Author’s Purpose/Intent – the reason the author wrote the piece.  Generally, author’s write to inform, persuade, and entertain.
4. Figurative vs. Literal meaning – 

a. Literal meaning – language used exactly for its dictionary definition, i.e., its denotation.

b. Figurative meaning – language used to create meaning different from its dictionary definition; examples of types of figurative language include: metaphor, simile, hyperbole, slang, alliteration, imagery, personification. 

Grammar Concepts:  You will be asked to demonstrate knowledge of the following:
1. Semi-colons:  A semi-colon is used to connect 2 independent clauses together.
2. Prepositional Phrases – phrases starting with propositions which point to objects, places, and times.  Ex:  Bob ran with the children.
3. Infinitive Phrases – phrases beginning with the word “to” followed by a verb and in some cases, an object 

Ex:  to run home
4. Direct Objects – the noun in a sentence that is directly affected by a verb.
Ex: Bob throws the ball.
